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We had 10 bikes in attendance for the Saturday Ride 

visit to Dick's Classic Car Museum in San Marcos in 

August. The cars on display are gorgeous and inter-

esting. I think everyone who spent the time to see 

them learned something from the descriptions and 

exhibits. If you have the opportunity to stop in, you'll 

be surprised and entertained. The lunch at Hays 

County BBQ after the museum was good too!  

 

Reports from both the RA and MOA national rallies 

this year are very positive. Jackie Mulhern has sur-

vived her year as coordinator for the MOA's big bash 

in Oregon and is returning to her previous dedication 

to getting miles on her bike as she wishes rather than 

as necessary to her rally duties. Our club owes her a 

big Thank You! for her work for the national. The 

popular Sipapu rally is underway, and we expect to 

hear back from members who made the trek this year. 

Look for pictures and stories in the next issue. 

 

The toughest part of the season is over with, and al-

though it's still pretty hot this week, we can count on 

cooler temperatures and more comfortable riding in 

the next months. Chuck has several interesting rides 

set for this month and in October we'll have our pic-

nic. Check the calendar in this issue and in every 

weekly update from Paul Mulhern for details. Plan to 

attend and to bring something tasty you want to share. 

And if you haven't signed up yet for the weekend in 

Alpine in November, get on it.  

 

In December, we'll enjoy our annual business meeting 

and Christmas Party. John Goetsch and I signed on for 

two-year terms last year, but we'll need to elect a vice 

president and a secretary this year. David Greenlees is 

willing to continue  in the VP slot, but Jerry Fansler 

has asked to be excused after three years as secretary. 

 If you'd like to get involved in helping the club plan 

its activities and organize events, let me or any officer 

know that you'd be willing to stand for election. Don't 

hesitate to contact Jerry to ask him about his experi-

ence in terms of the time and energy associated with 

the position - he'll be happy to tell you what to expect. 

As always, if you have ideas or suggestions for the 

club, remember you don't have to be an officer offer 

advice or to contribute by planning and leading a ride.  

 

For now, get out and enjoy the best part of the riding 

season here in south Texas.  

Gerard Lobosco 
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CLUB OFFICER S ELECTION 

DECEMBER 8, 2013 

( A T THE Annual CLUB Christmas PARTY)  

 



Monthly social ï  The monthly social for 5 Septem-

ber, will be at Simiôs Indian food on Fredericksburg 

road. 

The October social, on the 3rd, will be at Piccolo's 

Italian Restaurant at 5703 Evers Rd. 

The November social will be on the 7th at Los Bar-

rios Mexican restaurant on Blanco & West Avenue 

 RIDES AND ACTIVITIES  ï This calendar does 

not include every Thursday social and Sunday break-

fast ride. Events will be filled in as they are planned. 

 Every Sunday there is an informal breakfast ride 

(weather permitting). The destination for the Sunday 

breakfast ride will be determined by participants 

unless previously announced via e-mail. The ride de-

parts at 8:30 a.m. from the Starbuckôs at 1604 and 

Blanco Road, near the HEB. 

Effective September 8, 2013 the new Starbucks will 

be open at 1604 and NW Military Hwy (Shavano 

Park). We will start the Sunday AM Breakfast Ride 

from there. Less traffic, and easier access to the loop 

than Blanco, and more centrally located for people to 

the west, and center, of SA. 

 2013 Events Calendar -Date in bold is a club activ-

ity, dates not bolded are simply items of interest to 

members. 

 September 

 6-8 Bavarian Mountain Weekend ï Land of Enchant-

ment BMW Riders at Sipapu Ski Resort, about 25 

miles from Taos.  Details on page four. 

7 ï First Saturday ride to Cranky Frankieôs in Freder-

icksburg.  See page 4 for details. 

 8th - New rendezvous for the weekly Sunday morn-

ing ride - Met at Starbucks, see the note above. 

 21 ï Third Saturday ride to Side Oats in Menard 

 27 San Antonio Ride for Kids®.  Support the work 
of the Pediatric Brain Tumor Fondation.  See URL 
for Details: 

http://pbtf.convio.net/site/TR?
fr_id=1473&pg=entry#.UikaKqa9LCQ 

October 

 4-6 - 43rd South Central BMW Owners Reunion "A 

Gathering of Friends and Neighbors"  Schulenburg, 

TX,  Details at http://bmwclubofhouston.com/cms/

en/club-rally.  See details at page  

 5th ï Club Picnic at Raymond Russell Park.  Go 

here to sign up for the party http://goo.gl/xmBgl2 

and here to see whoôs coming go here http://goo.gl/

QhQzDa . 

 13 ï Sunday ï End of the MOA Mileage Contest. 

 19ï Third Saturday ride and mileage contest end 

form signing party at Alamo 

27-29 IBMWR Eureka Springs Fall Get together.  

Details on page four.  

 November 

 2 ï First Saturday ride ï Possible GS ride 

 3 ï Sunday ï Daylight Savings time ends. Set your 

clock back 1 hour. 

 16 ï Third Saturday ride ï trash pickup on our 

adopted roadway 

 22-23 ï Alpine Art Walk Ride  ï Details on page 

four.    

28 - Thanksgiving 

 December 

 8 ï Sunday - Club Christmas Party at the Old San 

Francisco Steakhouse. 
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6-8  September.  Bavarian Mountain Weekend ï 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders at Sipapu Ski Re-

sort, about 25 miles from Taos.  Details at http://

www.loebmwr.org/  A group is headed up there again 

this year and will be staying at the Indian Hill Inn, 

one block off the square in Taos. 575-758-4293 tell 

them you are with the BMW group to get the special 

$65 rate.  If you are going, go here  http://goo.gl/

US7j6n  to sign up. To see whoôs going click here 

http://goo.gl/qufZPm . 

7th, September, the 1st Saturday Ride to Cranky 

Frankieôs BBQ in Fredericksburg, which made in on 

to Texas Monthlyôs top 50 BBQ places in Texas. 

Meet at the Starbucks at 1604 and Military Hwy for a 

10AM departure.  Ride will be rescheduled if it rains 

(Texas humor). 
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27-29 October.  IBMWR Eureka Springs Fall Get to-

gether will be held at the Guest House International ï 

Swiss Holiday Resort. 2015 East Van Buren St. 

Eureka Springs, AR 72632. Local Phone: 479 253 

9501, Toll Free: 888-582-2220 

22-23rd November ï Alpine Art Walk Ride ï   Weôve 

blocked 15 rooms (more if we need them) at the Ra-

mada Inn Alpine for Nov 22 & 23. $80.00 includes 

tax, if you tell them youôre with the SABMWR. This 

includes dinner Friday eve, and breakfast Saturday and 

Sunday. This the weekend of the Alpine Art Walk, 

which was a lot of fun last year. Call 432-837-1100 

and avoid the rush.  Go here to sign up if you are go-

ing http://goo.gl/9qr4Lc .  Go here to see whoôs going 

http://goo.gl/LG31EQ . 

  Rose and John Goetsch sent in these photos from 

their trip to Colorado and California.  The front page 

photo is also from this trip. 

http://www.loebmwr.org/
http://www.loebmwr.org/
http://goo.gl/US7j6n
http://goo.gl/US7j6n
http://goo.gl/qufZPm
http://goo.gl/9qr4Lc
http://goo.gl/LG31EQ
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enough the rear bearing is notchy.  Since the bike is 8 

years old and now has 140K miles on it there is no 

warranty, extended or otherwise, to cover the cost.  

Any replacement cost will be out of my pocket so 

what can I do to reduce the $800 impact and avoid 

doing this again in 70 to 80K.    

 

Enter Brunoôs Machine and Repair in Canada.  An 

email and a phone call later and I have my solution.  

For $450 (US) plus freight Bruno will modify the 

drive shaft so that the U-joints can both be replaced if 

necessary and can also be lubed to help extend the 

life of the bearings. 

 

To make a long story short it took about 5 weeks to 

get my shaft back.  The website says it should take 3-

4 weeks total (including transit time) but that is some-

what dependent on his workload and, since it was the 

middle of winter in Canada, the weather. 

 

As you can see from the pictures, replacement of the 

u-joints, once the shaft is removed from the bike, 

only requires snap ring pliers to remove the clip.  Re-

placement u-joints can be obtained thru any bearing 

supplier.  The construction of the shaft means that the 

zerk fittings (included with the repair) cannot remain 

on the shaft so a small allen head bolt on each u-joint  

Next to final drive failures one of the more common 

issues with the newer models BMWôs is drive shaft 

bearing (u-joint) failure.  Everyone has read a horror 

story or two about catastrophic drive shaft failures and 

every shop has an example, or two.  The issue seems 

to center around two problems; the fact that the u-

joints are not replaceable, nor can they be lubed; and 

the angle that the two u-joints must work at, especially 

on longer travel suspension bikes.  This means the GS 

and Adventure models seem to experience drive shaft 

failure more often than the other models.  

  

My first encounter with this problem was back in 2010 

when Steve Henson was doing some work on my ô05 

GS in preparation for my Alaska trip.  One day the 

phone rings and Steve is telling me my drive shaft is 

notchy and the bearings are probably going to fail be-

fore too long.  Since the bike was under an extended 

warranty all it took was a call to Lone Star BMW in 

Austin and a few days later I was good to go.  The en-

tire cost of the shaft replacement (about $750) was 

paid by the extended warranty.  That was at approxi-

mately 80K miles 

. 

Fast forward to 2013.  Iôm doing a fluid change on the 

GS and decide to check out the drive shaft.  Sure 
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miles).  I pulled the shaft off with 13K on it (since 

install) and everything was smooth and tight.  All it 

took (once the shaft was off) was to remove the allen 

bolts, put in the zerk fitting, lube the joints and re-

place the bolt, all told less than 5 minutes.  Per 

Brunoôs recommendations I used Honda Moly Lube.  

At this point I plan to pull the shaft and lube it every 

time I change the final drive fluid, approximately 

every 12K miles. 

  

Of course time will tell if this modification is worth 

the $300 I saved versus a new drive shaft. Obviously 

it cannot change the conditions the u-joints must en-

dure, especially on GS models.  But, the ability to 

replace just the u-joint versus the entire shaft should 

mean the economic impact of a bearing failure is 

greatly reduced.  I hope to keep the GS long enough 

to give you a long term report somewhere down the 

road. 
 

has to be removed (and reinstalled) to install the fit-

tings and lube the u-joints.  Bruno recommends to lube 

the u-joints every 15,000 Kilometers (about 9-10K 

New product from home depot for waterproofing al-

most anything. Riding gear, boots, etc, according to 

their web site, Rust-Oleum NeverWet is a new super-

hydrophobic spray that makes everyday materials in-

credibly moisture- and stain-resistant. NeverWet con-

tains nano-particles that create a coating on which 

water beads in near perfect spheres, causing it to 

glide off the surface with almost no friction. The 

coating can be applied to a variety of materials, in-

cluding metal, wood, fabric, leather, and cardboard. It 

can even be used to waterproof an iPhone. The two-

spray system was produced by Rust-Oleum in part-

nership with the nano-technologyôs developer, Never-

Wet. 

 

Thanks to John Dunn for the info. 

Before Hunter Thompson, there was Danny Lyons. Ly-

ons was more a photographer than writer, but he docu-

mented his work for The Bikeriders with stories of the 

people he rode with and talked to during the months he 

spent with the Chicago Outlaw Motorcycle Club. Pub-

lished in 1968, just before Easy Rider was released, it 

remains the archetype of new wave journalism coverage 

of the "one percenters" of that time.  

 

The San Antonio Museum of Art is exhibiting a collec-

tion of the photographs now through December 1st, and 

there's also a special lecture about his work on Septem-

ber 27 at 6:30 p.m. Admission is free Tuesday evenings 

and Sundays. Check www.samuseum.org for details. If 

you're not already familiar with his work, you owe it to 

yourself to see it now.  

 

Thanks to Gerard Lobosco for the info. 

Rust-Oleum Never Wet San Antonio Museum of Arts 

ñThe Bikeridersò 
Now through December 1st 

http://www.rustoleum.com/product-catalog/consumer-brands/neverwet/neverwet-kit/
http://youtu.be/DZrjXSsfxMQ
http://youtu.be/DZrjXSsfxMQ
http://youtu.be/DZrjXSsfxMQ
http://www.rustoleum.com/
http://www.neverwet.com/index.php
http://www.neverwet.com/index.php
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nearly all are only single carriageway. The South Is-

land is roughly 900km in length, approx. 250km in 

width and boasts over 5000km of coastline, ranking it 

as the worldôs 12th largest island. For most overseas 

folk considering motorcycling the South Island the 

starting point is usually the gateway city of Christ-

church (pop 350,000) where the motorcycle rental 

firms are based. The other viable tour starting point 

option is the settlement of Picton which is the termi-

nal town for the inter-island vehicle ferries from Wel-

lington ï it is a three hour sailing journey across 

Cook Strait between the North and South Islands.   

 

If riders are comfortable riding around 350-400km 

per day then there many superb roads ride to during a 

weeks touring, where one could comfortably circum-

navigate the South Island. Must 

stop overnight stops include the South Island tourist 

capital of Queenstown, a night at either of the Glacier 

townships Franz Josef or Fox Glacier, whale watch 

town Kaikoura and the alpine resort settlement of 

Hanmer Springs.  

 

For sheer kiwi hospitality an overnight stop at a 

Westland country pub is a must, with two well known 

motorcycle watering holes being the Mahinapua Tav-

ern south of Hokitika, and the óFormerly the Black-

ball Hiltonô at Blackball near Greymouth. A few 

ómust rideô highways include the 250km SH 73 Trans 

Alpine Highway which traverses the Southern Alps, 

and also the 260km SH 94 (also known as the Mil-

For many of us ticking off an overseas motorcycle 

tour is usually on our motorcycling wish list. For some 

that includes riding New Zealandôs South Island. New 

Zealand consists of two main islands and many 

smaller offshore islands. The South Island is the larger 

island and is about 20% larger than the North Island at 

151,000sq km as opposed to the North Islandôs 

114,000sq km. Despite having a larger land mass that 

the North Island, the South Islandôs population is only 

about one-third (1.1mil) that of if northern counterpart 

meaning from a motorcycling point of view, southern 

roads are relatively uncluttered. The total  New Zea-

land land mass is about the same as that of the US 

State of Colorado or about 10% bigger than the Aus-

tralian state of Victoria. 

The South Island has two main length of the island 

arterial highways, being State Highway 6 (SH 6) and 

State Highway 1 ( SH 1 - which also goes the length 

of the North Island), SH 6 generally follows the west-

ern side of the Southern Alps mountain chain and SH 

1 follows the Pacific Ocean coastline.  Whereas the 

North Island has the volcanic activity and the beaches, 

the South Island can proudly boast the majestic moun-

tain ranges and dense virgin forests.   

 

Due to having a ready source of river shingle from the 

mountain streams, the South Island boasts infinitely 

superior roads to the North Island. All highways and 

ómain roadsô are bitumen, though for the most part 

Trans Alpine HWY 

Milford Sound Road 




