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Helen Henson and friend 
somewhere in Arkansas 

Club Officer Elections at the 
Christmas Party 



In Arkansas this week, little cold! 
 
Well itôs that time of year fellow members, Seasons 
Greetings and add another hole in the belt! 
 
Our second riding season is in effect for those who 
disliked the heat. For others, time to do some winter 
maintenance if not riding. 
 
Which ever path you choose enjoy the upcoming hol-
idays and opportunities to visit friends and families. 
We are wrapping up our annual Ozarks trip to experi-
ence the color changes and fantastic riding. The 
weather hasnôt cooperated this time but still pretty up 
here! My battery decided 30 degrees was too much 
and gave up the other day... you know I heard about 
that! 
 
Hope to see yôall on the road! 
 
Prez Steve  
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PREZ Notes 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION 

Club Calendar 

ACTIVITIES ï This calendar does not include every 
Thursday social and Sunday breakfast ride. Events 
will be filled in as they are planned. 

*Every Sunday there is an informal breakfast ride 
(weather permitting). The destination for the Sunday 
breakfast ride will be determined by participants un-
less previously announced via e-mail. The ride de-
parts at 8:30 a.m. from the Starbuckôs at 1604 and 
NW Military Hwy (Shavano Park). 

2019 Events Calendar -Date in bold is a club activi-
ty, dates not bolded are simply items of interest to 
members.  NOTE ï Everything is subject to change 
so remember to check the club calendar, http://
www.sabmwra.org/html/calendar.html  for the latest. 

 

 

November 

2nd ï Saturday 9am ï Trash pickup along our adopt-
ed highway. 

3rd ï Sunday ï Daylight Saving Time ends.  Set your 
clocks back 1 hour. 

16th ï Saturday ï 3rd Saturday ride.  Details TBD 

23rd ï Saturday ï Club meeting at Alamo 
BMW.  Details TBD 

December 

Club Christmas Party TBD 

http://www.sabmwra.org/html/calendar.html
http://www.sabmwra.org/html/calendar.html
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Club Officer Elections 

Weôre quickly approaching year-end.  That means 
two things in this club, the Christmas party and of-
ficer elections.  
  
IAW our club constitution, all club officer positions 
are for two year with the position of President and 
Treasurer elections off set one year from the election 
of the positions for Vice president and Secretary. 
 
Our current roster of elected officials and years in 
office are as follows. 
 
President, Steve Hensonï 1 year 
Vice President, Mary Putnam ï Position Open 
Secretary, Bill Edwards - Position Open 
Treasurer ï Gerard Lobosco, 1 Year 
 
This year the positions of Vice President and Secre-
tary are up for election. 

 
The positions  of Vice President and Secretary are 
open for nominations, including self-nomination.  If 
you wish to nominate someone, please check with 

him or her first.  All nominations should be sent to 
Steve Henson, henzilla57@earthlink.net,  prior to the 
December Christmas party. 
What follows is a brief description of the duties of 
each position.  If you have any questions you can 
contact either of the two incumbents (contact info on 
last page of the newsletter) 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
The Vice-President shall execute the powers and du-
ties of the President during the absence or incapacity 
of the President and shall assume the Presidency in 
case of a vacancy. 
 
SECRETARY  
The Secretary shall be responsible for the minutes of 
all General Membership Meetings and for Officers 
Meetings as required. The Secretary shall be respon-
sible for communicating all necessary matters to the 
SABMWRA Newsletter including minutes of offic-
ersô meetings, for publication therein and for han-
dling such correspondence and duties as the General 
Membership or the President may assign. 

Typical SABMWRA 
Club Meeting 
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On September 18, 2019, I left Spring Branch, Texas 
and took off for North Carolina on my BMW 1200 
GSA to meet college friends and go the Appalachian 
State University (my alma mater) vs University of 
North Carolina football game at Chapel Hill.  I had 
only a few days off and knew this was not was not 
going to be a leisurely, back roads kind of trip.   

I wanted to camp along the way and break in my 
new suspended camping rig however Tropical 
Storm Imeldaôs outer bands battered and soaked me 
a couple times as I skirted around Houston to the 
north and west.  When I arrived in Shreveport, Loui-
siana, the sun popped out and the heat and humidity 
returned so I gave up on the idea of camping at a 
state park in northern Louisiana.  Instead, I contin-
ued on the super slab until just before dark arriving 
at a motel in Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
 
Early the next morning, I roared through Mississip-
pi, Alabama and Chattanooga, Tennessee on the in-
terstate and ended the day in the mountains near 
Murphy, North Carolina.  I sneaked into a closed 
and abandoned state park, just squeaking through 
the locked gate and pipe fence by removing my pan-
niers.  I strung my hammock, enclosed it in the mos-
quito netting and covered it with the rain fly (see 
picture next column).  I enjoyed a wonderful night 
camping alone in the woods. 
 

The next day was another hard push to Raleigh, fol-

lowed by a day off the bike to go Chapel Hill and 
watch ASU defeat UNC at their first meeting on the 
gridiron in 79 years.  Go Mountaineers!  

I departed Raleigh at 6 am rolling west to begin my 
journey home.  I cheated by staying in hotel rooms for 
the next two nights ending in College Station (CS).  
Upon suiting up before daylight and getting on my red 
steed for my last 3-hour leg home, I discovered a flat 
front tire.  I unpacked my tools and air compressor in 
a full sweat and tried airing up the tire to learn the leak 
was coming from the valve stem.  After finding a tire 
shop three blocks away, I waited until they opened at 
8:00 am and then removed, carried and rolled the front 
wheel down the sidewalk.  The Manager said they 
donôt normally work on moto tires.  I pleaded my case 
telling them I thought it was only a faulty valve stem.  

Another ñAnonymousò Save 

By Bert Whitaker 
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Another ñAnonymousò Save 

An hour later they called to tell me they had fixed the 
tire and I returned to roll the wheel back to the bike 
and attempted to reinstall it.  After screwing the axle 
back into the fork, the wheel would not turn.  Con-
fused, I called my trusty Ironbutt Rally rider and GS 
wrenching expert, Christopher Ross, from Lubbock, 
Texas, who informed me I had somehow lost the axle 
spacer.  I was stranded without it.  Christopher had 
saved me several years ago when I left Denver, Colo-
rado, with no rear brake on a Sunday morning and no 
BMW dealer open on Sunday or Monday on my way 
back to Spring Branch, TX.  We had a mutual friend, 
Steve Henson, BMW Ambassador from Blanco, Tex-
as, who gave me his number and Chris just happened 
to have the brake pads for my R 1150 GS, installed 
them, put me up for the night on his pull out sofa and 
sent me on my way on a much more relaxing ride 
home the next morning. 
 
Christopher suggested I call local riders listed in the 
Anonymous Book to ask to borrow a spacer from an-
yone with an R or K 1200 from 2006-2012, as they 
all use the same part.  I proceeded to call everyone 
listed in CS and Bryan, TX.  Of course, no one an-
swers their phone from an unfamiliar number now 
days so I just left voice mail messages explaining my 
predicament.   
 
Luis Braz-Ruivo, a total stranger, was the first person 
to return my call and he immediately offered me my 
choice of his 8 bikes sitting in his bike barn, to ride 
home and complete my trip.  The only problem was, 
he was currently in Houston, but would be back in 
CS around 3:00 that afternoon. To make things more 
stressful, my wife was returning that evening from a 
two week, Coast to Coast trekking trip to the UK and 
had told me that she would be most disappointed if I 
were not waiting for her when she arrived at the San 
Antonio Airport that evening at 8:30.   
 
I thanked Luis profusely and told him I would contin-
ue to seek another option possibly finding someone 
who would loan me their spacer but would call him 
back if he were my best option.  I had 2-3 other peo-
ple return my call and try to help but Luis was it and I 
called and told him so.  He finally got back to CS, 

hooked up his enclosed moto trailer, drove to the LQ 
where I was stranded and helped me load my bike 
and gear.  We then returned to his home where he 
opened the door to his bike barn and I witnessed a 
pristine moto showroom full of BMWs and Tri-
umphs .  He ended up letting me borrow his VW 
Passat, as it was pushing 97 humid degrees and I 
would not have time to swing by my house and get a 
car and make it to the airport on time meet my wife.   
The story ended well as I was not late for my wife.  
 
When the replacement spacer arrived in the mail, I 
returned Luisô car, installed the spacer and rolled 
home to complete my ñquickò trip to North Carolina; 
2894 miles in 7 days.  Luis summed it up perfectly 
when he texted me saying, ñWe are moto guys and 
we do what we can to help each other.ò 
 
I am much obliged to my new best moto friend, Luis!  
I hope to pay it forward soon and often, as my num-

ber has been listed in the BMW MOAôs Anonymous 
Book ever since I began riding BMWôs 10 years ago.  
If ever riding near Spring Branch, TX and are in need 
of anything, please call me. 

 
 
 
 
 



Page 6 SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION 

Barber Museum Fifteenth Vintage Festival 

By Rex Wright 

Well, it was really my sonôs idea. Going to The Bar-
ber Vintage Festival was on Benôs bucket list. Iôm so 
glad he included me! 
 
Just our lucky break that BMW was the corporate 
sponsor for the fifteenth annual Festival, held the 
first weekend of October. Another good piece of 
luck was that my friend Corey Levenson was also 
planning to go, and that we could tag along. Corey 
has been many times, and his friendsô list of reputa-
ble and disreputable characters that show up every 
year is becoming legendary. 
 
Corey and I flew out to Birmingham on the same 
flight, Ben arriving a few hours later. Weôd gotten 
hotel reservations earlier, staying with Vicki Smithôs 
ñDucati.netò group in Birmingham.  
 
Weôd obtained weekend passes for the Festival, so 
all that was left was to get museum entry when we 
arrived. Open-air Trams ran continuously, making it 
easy to drop off at any of the nine stops in the park. 
 
We noticed that the Barber Museum had a sched-
uled Friday morning special tour of all the BMW 
bikes on display, led by none other than Peter Net-
tleshem. Peter is a master restorer and has his own 
museum on Long Island. He is currently restoring 
the ñlostò third 1976 BMW Udo Geitl R90S compe-
tition Superbike that was formerly in storage in an 
airplane hanger in Marion, TX! 
 
Peter was leading the tour, accompanied by Jeff 
Ray, museum director and 30-year Barber employee. 
By a quirk of fate, Ben and I were the only tour-
takers. So, the next hour and half was a personal mu-
seum tour led by Peter and Jeff. We roamed through 
all five floors going from BMW to BMW. Ben told 
his mom later - ñDad kept poking me he was so ex-
citedò. Peter kept me digging deep in my BMW his-
tory file. 
 
The rest of the weekend we roamed the Flea Market, 
the race paddocks, and watched the AHRMA races, 
as well as taking in the Bonhamôs Auction and the 
five floors of museum bikes.  

Rex, Jeff and Peter Nettleshem in back of an R60 
 
Still not enough? BMW test rides all weekend, bike 
show judging sponsored by Motorcycle Classics 
Magazine, multiple workshops and seminars, a Brit-
ten track Demo, Alabama food trucks, and a dai-
ly 12:30 ñTank Shift Shootoutò race, with Indian and 
Harley flatheads that are anything, but stock. 
 
We wandered over to the Fan Zone for the Ball of 
Steel, and Wall of Death stunt shows, the BMW R18 
Concept display, as well as vendors selling new gear 
and professional services for restoring your vintage 
bike. 

 
 


