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Letôs Be Safe Out There! 



ñIn America there are two classes of travel--first 

class, and with children.ò   

 

Robert Benchleyôs witticism would make motorcycle 

travel first class for most of us. It usually is so for me, 

although not always as pampered-feeling as I might 

prefer. If the weather isnôt perfect, if my gear chafes, 

if fellow motorists seem murderous in their incompe-

tence or distraction, if the road surface is uncertain ï 

well, at least Iôm out there, going somewhere Iôve 

chosen to visit, so why complain? And in Texas, 

there are lots of places worth riding to, arenôt there.  

 

One of our members is enjoying her first long solo 

ride. Another is breaking in his new (eek!) Ducati 

Multistrada. Several are planning their rides to Bran-

son with other club members in April, and a small 

bunch has signed up for the Big Bend trip this month. 

Itôs not too early to plan for the longer rides available 

to all of us this season. The BMWRA national rally in 

Asheville in June and the BMW MOA event in Ore-

gon in July would be worthwhile. If you have the time 

and the BMW, what better excuse to get out and exer-

cise your bike and your good judgment could there be? 

If rallying isnôt much in your line, thereôs the terrific 

Barber Motorsports Park Museum near Birmingham, 

Alabama, and the National Motorcycle Museum in 

Anamosa, Iowa.  

 

Youôll have your own list of places youôve been mean-

ing to visit, roads you want to ride, friends you want to 

see again. The great thing is just to get out and do it. 

When you come back, share your experience with the 

rest of us here in the newsletter, in pictures if nothing 

else. Weôll all enjoy the ride. 

Gerard Lobosco 
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The history of BMW Motorrad is an impressive suc-

cess story which started almost 90 years ago with the 

development of the first ever BMW opposed-twin 

'boxer' engine: it was on January 2nd 1917 that Max 

Friz began work for BMW. Since the Treaty of Ver-

sailles banned construction of aircraft and aircraft en-

gines, he dedicated all his efforts to motorcycles. And 

he laid the foundations for an impressive history: he 

built the first ever BMW motorcycle, the R 32.  

 

In the decades that followed, BMW Motorrad and its 

pioneering innovations became famous not just in off

-road racing and on race tracks but throughout the 

whole world of motorcycling: from its innovative 

telescopic fork and the new ñEarles forkò BMWs 

through to the first electronic-hydraulic ABS system 

for motorcycles, BMW Motorrad has demonstrated 

over a period of nine decades what perfect riding 

pleasure on two wheels is all about.  

 

Whether the first ever BMW motorcycle to come off 

the production line in 1923, the countless victories in 

racing and rallies or the millions of kilometres cov-

ered by BMW riders all over the world today - BMW 

Motorrad is simply unstoppable. And its passion is a 

source of sheer fascination.  

 

In 2013 BMW Motorrad celebrates a major anniver-

sary:  90 years of history. 90 years of innovation. 90 

years of being unstoppable. 

 

Happy Birthday BMW! 

Unstoppable since 1923. 



SOCIALS ïOur next Thursday dinner will be April 

4th, the first Thursday of the month.  We need a loca-

tion so email Paul Mulhern at pmulhern@swbell.net 

if you have a restaurant in mind. Note ï Until the 

281/1604 construction is over we would prefer to 

avoid that area. 

 

 RIDES AND ACTIVITIES  ï This calendar does 

not include every Thursday social and Sunday break-

fast ride. Events will be filled in as they are planned.  

    

Every Sunday there is an informal breakfast ride 

(weather permitting). The destination for the Sunday 

breakfast ride will be determined by participants 

unless previously announced via e-mail. The ride de-

parts at 8:30 a.m. from the Starbuckôs at 1604 and 

Blanco Road, near the HEB.  

  

2013 Events Calendar Date in bold is a 

club activity, dates not bolded are simply items of in-

terest to members. 

  

  

March  

 

16 ï March 16. Third Saturday ride to Sandy 

Oaks Olive Orchard - We will depart at 9:30 AM 
from the gas station at the end of the exit ramp #593 

(Exxon I believe) on the south side of IH10, east 

bound towards Houston.  Exit #593 is the FM 2538 

Trainer Hale Road exit.  From there weôll take a back 

road tour to the orchard, arriving in time for the free 

11 am tour.  Afterwards we will enjoy a lunch at the 

Sandy Oaks Kitchen.  Details on Sandy Oaks 

(including directions if you want to meet us there) at 

their website, http://www.sandyoaks.com/index.html. 

 

22nd ï 24th Club Ride to Big Bend/Ft. Davis.  See 

details page 3   

 

 

 

 

April  
6th   1st Saturday Ride 2nd Quarter Trash pick-up ï 

2013 TEXAS TRASH-OFF DAY 

 

13th ï Saturday ï Beginning of the MOA Mileage 

Contest.  We will have a contest signing party at 

Alamo BMW followed by a ride.  Details to follow. 

  

19th ï 20th - Blitz to Branson.  See details page 3  
 

May 

 
4th-Club Campout (tentative) 

 

19th ï 21st   Moto GP at the Circuit of the Americas, 

Austin. Check the website at http://

circuitoftheamericas.com/moto-gp for schedule ands 

tickets. 

 

June 
  
20-23 BMWRA National Rally at the Biltmore Es-

tate in Ashville, NC 

  

July 
  
18-21 MOA National Rally, Oregon State Fair, Sa-

lem, Oregon. 

 

October 
  
13th ï Sunday ï End of the MOA Mileage Contest. 

  

November 
  

3 ï Sunday ï Daylight Savings time ends,  Set your 

clock back 1 hour.  
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Blitz to Branson 

19-20 April 

 
Plan now to attend the 18th Annual Blitz to Bran-

son  

To be held again this year at the Honeysuckle Inn and 

Conference Center, 3598 Shepherd of the Hills Ex-

pressway, Branson, MO.  The official location of this 

year's Branson Blitz will again be The Honeysuckle 

Inn and Conference Center, 3598 Shepherd of the 

Hills Expressway. That is right at the corner of Shep-

herd of the Hills Expressway and Highway 76 (the 

main highway thru Branson).  

MAKE YOUR OWN RESERVATIONS at 1-888-

386-3648 and tell them you're with the Internet BMW 

Riders to get the special rate or they might tell you 

they're full. They kind of like us and give us special 

rates! (Please note: they do have a two day cancella-

tion policy AND if you're arriving later than 9 PM 

please let them know so they hold the room for you.)  

The Honeysuckle Inn rooms will all be non-smoking 

and cost $55 for a double with 2 queen beds. A room 

with a king bed is $65. The rooms all open to the out-

side with a covered walkway. They have an indoor 

pool, complimentary breakfast, and a lot of level (for 

Branson) parking. The meeting room seats 100 so we 

will be able to fit almost everyone in for the Saturday 

night event.  

Branson ride update ï The club group ride to Bran-

son in April will depart on the 18th and stop for the 

night at Happy Days Hotel in McAlester, Oklahoma. 

Thatôs about 450 miles from San Antonio.  Check out 

their website at http://www.thehappydayshotel.com 

and make your reservation for the night.  

 

Are you going to Branson?  If so, let us know by 

signing up at the link below. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1wYijyWSEIh12bLtJqNutF3nhclh3_aj3QgljZcHP0B8/
viewform  

  

Club Ride to Big Bend 

22-24 March  
 

Chuck Wetzel has confirmed arrangements for the 

ride: ñI locked up 14 rooms at Stone Village Tourist 

Camp, one block from the Limpia Hotel. They will 

hold them until Feb 11.  

Rates: 2 Queens w Sleeper sofa $79.00 (2 available) 

2 Queens $74.00 (8 available) 

1 Queen $59.00 (3 available) 

2 twins Camper style $44.00 (6 available - when you 

call they will explain what these rooms are all about. 

No TV, no AC, community shower). 

 We will also attend the Star Show Friday evening at 

the McDonald Observatory (for anyone interested). 

 Phone # for the Stone Village 432-426-3941.The 

owners are Randall & Belinda, and daughter Rachael. 

 

Ft. Davis Ride update ï The ride to Ft. Davis will 

depart on Friday, March 22, from Sammyôs in Cas-

troville at 8:30 a.m. and stop in Del Rio to pick up 

lunch. Then weôll ride west on U.S. 90 and stop to 

enjoy the view from the scenic overlook at the Pecos 

High Bridge while we eat. If you have you reserva-

tions but havenôt signed in, follow the link below and 

let us know we should expect to see you on the group 

ride or at Ft. Davis for the weekend. See the calendar 

note below for details on reservations. 

 

If you are going on the Big Bend trip please sign in at 

the link below so we know how many to expect. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/

d/1XA7T40xSUoOb3_AR_lpEi0Kwadh5Oc0gDc65f

P9guac/viewform 

If you just want to see who's going, follow the link 

below to the list. 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?
key=0AqK_XxcoPSDZdFJBaUpQODY4TU9qcy1hX0c2dEZjW
mc#gid=0 

http://www.thehappydayshotel.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1wYijyWSEIh12bLtJqNutF3nhclh3_aj3QgljZcHP0B8/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1wYijyWSEIh12bLtJqNutF3nhclh3_aj3QgljZcHP0B8/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1wYijyWSEIh12bLtJqNutF3nhclh3_aj3QgljZcHP0B8/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1XA7T40xSUoOb3_AR_lpEi0Kwadh5Oc0gDc65fP9guac/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1XA7T40xSUoOb3_AR_lpEi0Kwadh5Oc0gDc65fP9guac/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1XA7T40xSUoOb3_AR_lpEi0Kwadh5Oc0gDc65fP9guac/viewform
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AqK_XxcoPSDZdFJBaUpQODY4TU9qcy1hX0c2dEZjWmc#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AqK_XxcoPSDZdFJBaUpQODY4TU9qcy1hX0c2dEZjWmc#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AqK_XxcoPSDZdFJBaUpQODY4TU9qcy1hX0c2dEZjWmc#gid=0
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Twenty two  club members showed up for the Motorcycle Camping Tech Day at Paul and Jackie Mulhernôs 

house on 2 Feb 13.  As with all great SABMWRA style tech days, the event started out with breakfast tacos 

and lots of coffee.  Paul and Jackie have been camping of the back of  their motorcycles for a number of years 

and their knowledge of how to pack essential items and how to pack them in a limited amount of space was 

evident.  The reason behind the tech day was to get members interested in motorcycle camping, and to provide 

some tips learned, in many cases the hard way, on what to bring, what not to bring and how to hang it on the 

motorcycle.  These tips will come in handy as the club plans for a camping trip this April. 
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Editor Note:  In Part 2 of this article, we will get into 

some more details on the type of equipment to take on 

a motorcycle camping trip.  This information mirrors 

the information put out by the Mulherns at their Tech 

session last month.  This article is reprinted with per-

mission of the author, Mr. Gregg Evans from Full 

Throttle Camping.  The full article can be found at 

Fullthrottlecamping.com   

 

Motorcycle Camping Equipment 

 
Start with good gear. Great gear, if possible. Unlike 

men, not all gear was created equal.  Think about it: 

quality counts with everything else ï food, coffee, 

wine, ale, whiskey, cigars, furniture, mattresses, audio 

equipment, riding apparel, helmets, cars, motorcycles 

ï so why would you think it doesnôt count with camp-

ing equipment? You shell out 10-25 grand for your 

motorcycle, another grand or two or three for the best 

apparel and safety gear, big bucks for the latest farkle 

or bling, and donôt blink at paying top dollar for the 

highest quality tires, motor oil and gasoline ï and then 

you skimp on camping gear? As John Turturro's char-

acter in O Brother, Where Art Thou? emphatically 

stated, ñThat donôt make no sense.ò If the weather co-

operates, you can get lucky with lousy gear for awhile, 

but it'll bite you in the ass eventually. Great gear can't 

influence the weather or level out an incline for you, 

but it will deliver a superior camping experience every 

time.  

Borrowing gear wouldnôt be my first recommendation, 

but the price is right. If you want to try camping but 

donôt want to invest much money in equipment you 

aren't sure you'll use more than a few times, go ahead 

and borrow, but if you borrow equipment, try to bor-

row good stuff. Good gear is far more likely than bad 

to translate into a good camping experience. 

 

 Though the best camping equipment comes out of the 

backpacking/mountaineering worlds, with a motorcy-

cle you can carry a lot more weight than a backpacker 

can, so don't expect the local backpacking gurus to 

know what you need.  Size matters to you because 

space is definitely at a premium on a motorcycle 

(compared to in a car), but weight, the bane of back-

packers and mountaineers, isnôt really that big a fac-

tor for motorcyclists. Some of the world-

circumnavigator types are anal retentive about mini-

mizing weight, and I know a couple of them who'll 

be horrified about this advice, but take it from me: 

counting grams and ounces is silly overkill for most 

motorcycle campers. Are you really worried that 

youôre overloading your bike? Unless you're on a 

moped, donôt be. I lived in Southeast Asia for 16 

years where I'd see whole families ï father, mother, 

three kids ï together with a piglet, bags of groceries 

and knapsacks full of school supplies on 125cc Hon-

das. In rural Philippines, youôll see public transpor-

tation ñtricyclesò ï 125-175cc two-strokes with side-

cars made of sheet metal and rebar ï loaded with as 

many as 10 people. I'm not kidding. They go through 

tires like crazy, sure, and suspension suffers, but the 

motors and transmissions can take it. Believe me, 

your big displacement engine, bad-ass suspension 

and bullet-proof tranny can handle the weight of 

your camping equipment. You just want to avoid 

raising the center of gravity too much and screwing 

up the physics of the whole thing.  

 

Core Camping Gear 
Opinions are like farts ï everyone has more of them 

than youôd care to hear and some of them stink to 

high heaven. Youôll find out soon enough, if you 

havenôt already, that every motorcycle camper has 

his or her opinions about camping equipment, and 

some of them are really intense about defending 

their particular ideas.  There are brand loyalties and 

brand hatreds; preferred materials and hated materi-

als; those who love high-end equipment and those 

who insist Walmart sells all you need; maximalists 

and minimalists. Unfortunately, thereôs no infallible 

source of information about camping gear, and that 

goes for what I'm telling you, too. As far as Iôm con-

cerned, the only sure thing is this: great camping 

gear is whatever works for you. If my opinions help 

you find that gear, well, my farting around will have 

http://www.fullthrottlecamping.com/
http://www.fullthrottlecamping.com/
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